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Tran si ft tod  by 

Ixsience  •L,angua,j5  Branch 


Affidavit  (no.r) 
by 

Kotaro  Maf.ar.urn 

1*  I.y  nai.je  is  Kotaro  Hakojiura. 

c.  Ly  present  address  is: 

i.o.  11*6,  Imazato-chc ,  Shirokane,  Shiba-\  ard ,  Tokyo. 

3‘  I  ’..as  born  on  August  20,  l -fli, 

4*  The  outline  of  rry  career  is  as  follows: 

U  19C1  1  *aduated  *™*  K*  Wlitary  Academy  (the  l3th  class) 

Cn  ***'  3,lf0?  1  ftraouutsa  from  tho  Army  staff  College.. 

CU  U'C*  22 *  1930  1  waa  ®PJ»inted  Chief  of  the  Rrsonnel  Affairs 
Lupartment  cf  the  ■  ai  hiniatry. 

04  rtIXiJ  11  *  1932  1  *as  Pi  emoted  to  Lieutenant  General. 

04  '*rok  lt  x'37  I  was  appointed  a  v.ar  Councillor. 

Cn  Jujflc  1938  1  v;aa  promoted  to  General. 

On  July  15,  1938  I  tas  appointed  Ccoroander-in -Chief  of  tho  Korean  Army. 
On  July  i,  i94l  a  was  relieved  of  the  position  of  the  said  Command or - 
in- Chief  ana  appointed  a  Var  Cour.  Ciller. 

tn  ^*3°  01  the  M»»  yoar  X  retired  from  the  position. 

>•  X  »■*  .pointed  Cormander-in-CliXef  of  the  Korean  Amy  or.  July  15,  l93?. 

I  Utt  5ttoc  or.  tho  17th  of  tho  same  month  for  i*o,d  by  end  arrived 

ir  the  rftcrncun  cf  the  same  day. 

'  y  Pr'-d 2 cesser  v.as  General  KCI60  (Kuniaki). 

(■  trior  to  cor  appointment  to  this  post,  nUmoly  c,»  .Tuly  n  „M1„  my 
predecessor  KCXSO  »as  stili  Comandor-in.  Chief  of  the  Korean  Army,  tho 
first  trespasaing  cf  tho  border  by  the  Soviet  Amy  ooourred  at  Cha„«kufo„e 

‘te  i‘an0hUi;l‘°-S0Vi0t  *“«*•  «»  ,uards  at  tho  front. 

nai...v..r  .  nortec  patiently  and  on  a  strict  natch  hoping  for  an  arc',  cable 
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solution  ol*  tho  roblea  by  ai  pious,  tie  negotiations  ootwoon  Japan, 
...anchukuo  and  Aussia.  In  view  of  tho  gravity  of  tnc  situation, 

I  visited  the  central  anijs  author! tl  .a  on  the  16th  oi  the  aouiu 
onth  os  soon  as  1  vu.s  appei at  od  Connundor-iii-Cnief  of  the  AVoroan 
,.n.ty  after  having  been  re]  i«.,v«jd  of  tiy  fomor  position  of  a  war 
Councillor,  anci  heard  the  explanation  about  tin.  situo.tiion  iro.i 
tho  officer  in  charge. 

7.  I  could  aee  fro.1,  tho  aforegoing  that  tho  central  .  utnoritios 
nau  c  policy  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  rn^iu  .u<  ct-iAca-le  scttlc- 
aiont  throv  l:  peaceful  nans,  Tho  central  outneri ties  mstructoa 
me  rccorain  ,iy,  and  l  hurried  for  ny  not  pose  as  1  said  bolero. 

8.  „hoi.  I  arrived  at  Jooul,  I  found  that  an  order  fro.:  To  :yo 

a  ntod  July  16  ha*l  been  waiting  mo  there,  The  gi3t  of  t,.c  ordci 
was  as  follows: 

"You  are  authorized  to  concentrate,  if  roquireu,  nxe  iorf‘cc 
uric  or  your  cociriiand  in  .'.oroo  to  tin.-  very  border ,  in  vio\.  vj  tne 
Soviet  array’s  unleviul  trespassing  near  Changkufon0. " 

la  co  plionco  with  this  order  A  instructed  a  port  of  uy 
forces  to  move,  out  restricted  their  noVi.taent  to  fchu  wo&o  of  the 
Tick  n  Ri/er  in  order  t.o  avoid  to  aggravate  oiic  situation. 

9.  At  tnat  ti.-..i  the  20th  Division  belonging  to  the  Korean 

A  nay  vino  or  .ny  co. -land  woe  m  action  at  the  horth  ^nin  i.unt  and 
c-'ly  the  19th  Division  (the  xiv-.dional  contender  was  Lieutenant- 
General  SUlflWCA,  na.iezo)  v.as  st..ying  at  tho  pe..co  tine  uriL,inul 
position . 

10.  Tho  si  a.  unit  >as  well  as  tho  ^enoral  situation  in  Korea 
showed  nothing  unusual  and  wore  quiet  and  peaceful. 

11.  This  incident  v.x.3  also  a  concern  to  the  Kv.  anting  nn..y, 

because  tho  -  '  “ 
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Changkufeng  area  was  situated  within  the  ^anchukuo -Russian  Border,  in  ether 
words  in  Kanchukuo.  But  viewed  from  the  practical  standpoint  of  the  general 
topography,  villages,  conmuni  cat  ions  etc.  ,  the  district  v  as  most  closely 
connected  v  ith  the  Korean  Army  and  Korea.  Thi3  was  the  reason  why  the 
Korean  Army  was  made  responsible  for  the  guard  duty  at  the  border  in  this 
area  and  the  frontier -guard  of  the  19th  Division  und  ;r  my  command  was  in 
charge  of  it. 

12.  The  Korean  Amy  strictly  obeyed  the  instruction  of  the  central  authori¬ 
ties  and  v. as  hoping  for  a  settlement  through  diplomatic  negotiations,  but 
ther^.  vas  nc  prospect  of  immediate  settlement, 

13.  Changkufeng  is  a  hill,  one  hundred  and  several  scores  metres  above 
the  sea-level,  but  in  the  neighbourhood  only  small  pine-trees  or  various 
kinds  of  shrubberies  are  growing  here  and  there  so  that  the  bare  hill, 
floating  above  them  command id  a  panoramic  view  of  that  district. 

The  railway  line,  connecting  l.'anchukuo  with  Korea  is  only  6  mile-  from 
the  hill  and  can  be  seen  clearly  from  there,  while  even  Rashin  ^arbour, 
which  is  situated  seme  18  kilomotres  from  there,  is  also  within  sight. 

14.  On  July  20,  the  19th  Division  tendered  its  opinion,  to  the  Army  head- 
quaiter  stating  that  it  was  its  earnest  desire  to  have  a  part  of  its  frontir 

guard  posted  on  a  hill  about  800  metres  west  of  Changkufeng  as  it  offered 
a  nice  position  for  the  roconncitering  purposes.  ’ e ,  however,  checked  it 
by  a  telegram,  fearing  that  un  untoward  incident  which  are  apt  to  happen 
might  touch  off  a  real  fighting  thus  aggravating  unnecessarily  the  whole 
situation. 

15.  Cn  July  23  a  telegram  was  received  from  the  .  rmy  General  Staff  to 
the  following  effect: 

5’ 
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UllCCMl#'  nee°tiQUOn8  °<“«n>lng  the  settlement  of  the  Ch.-wgSufeng 

te<11  V.  - 


- - 

-t  -11  bo  continued.  Tho  negotiations  will  be  discontinued  whenever 

tlona  the  line  of  emeu-ting  the  bulk  of  the  forcer,,  concentrate 

2‘  **  fr°ntier-a-“  *  *«-ir  original  position*,  as  soon  as  possible 
-u  are  requested  to  take  sufficient  car, net  to  aggravate  the  trouble  * 

careless  mistakes.  "  ;,nd  on  Juiv  o,  *  , 

ly  c6  a  telegram  v.as  received  frer  the  Im- 

I^rinl  General  headquarters  in  ifhini 

’  n  hicl‘  v  e  ver'3  ordered  as  folio'  a: 

"The  Corr.ander-in-Chief  m'  the  •* 

tho  i^rean  Army  is  requested  tc  order  his 

troepa  concentrated  in  the  -rea  ne-r  tiv  ^  +< 

a  n0rir  the  frontier  to  withdraw  to  their 

original  positions.  But.  if  required,  ft  cart  of  tVn  „  k 

•  part  of  teem  bo  used  to  streng¬ 
then  the  defence  of  the  frontier.  " 

16‘  °n  ,lUy  27  1  0rd6r',d  “*  *""»■  <*  ««  19th  Divisions  at  tho  front 
(one  infantry  battalion  at  Ohinghain.  «.  same  .it  at  Kuehon.  ,  infantry 

battalions  an*  8  artiiiery  battuiions  a,  .vnehi  ana  in  the  area  vest  of 

I0  ^  *»  Honan.  Starting  from  the 

^th  Of  the  same  month  tho  transportation  of  ♦ 

P  tation  of  the  ^oops  were  commenced 

irom  the  «v.uclii  station  by  rail. 

/  0n  ,Uly  ^  8t  °b°Ut  ?’3°  “'r'‘  *to  S0',l8t  *”y  advaace'J  *°  «  hill  about 
“**"*  S°Utk  °f  B*  11-  on  the  line  about  350  metres 

border-line  betv.een  hunch,  and  Kalyakn)  and  began  to  fortify 

‘he  hill.  Consequently  our  guards  in  front  of  the  hill  *ere  forced  to 
thsr*  Qccunv  tV»f  1 

occupy  the  line  nine,  our  yp„  &rM  ^ 

"y  *M»^.«SW4..  ^.ViSmr-twips  tdliMrov  m-  , 

uo,i  ,cav  t-  orielna  posits  1,000  ^  V.  , 

v.esL  of  tfce  frontier  Jino)  it  .  -.uev  to  Ptniri  •  + 

t-uei.t0  GVoi-^  A urti.61*  troubles. 

oov  o  o.r.ij  bo^un,  hot.  over,  to  attack 
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us  at  about  4, 3D  p.m.  ana  invaded  the  area  about  5!  C  in  trcs  acros:.  the 
1 rontier-lino.  . hi n^s  having  come  to  such  a  pvsF,  our  troops  Lad  nc  other 
v.’ay  than  to  strengthen  the  forces  at  the  front,  in  rrdei  to  confront  them. 

This  nev  situation  being  obviously  an  outcome  of  a  violation  of  the  frontier- 
lino,  it  is  too  serious  a  matter  for  the  arm.,  tr  sit  tight  and  let  the 
matter  take  its  own  course.  Thermion,  Lieat.  General  SUETAU,  the  Division¬ 
al  Ccmmani  er  of  ths  19th  Division  ordered  a  pm  i  of  his  troops  (the  bull, 

of  the  75th  Infantry  h„gi.juiA.t )  to  withhold  their  rev.  ;nt  and  wait  in  the 
iear  of  the  frontier  guaru  as  an  cnerroncy  st.p  in  view  of  the  ripid  change 
of  the  situation. 

i  v as  cf  the  opinion  that  the  only  solution  ••  as'to  repulse  the  Soviet 
troojs  outside  of  the  tanoho  kuo  territory.  The refer.  I  approved  the  action 
on  the  part  of  tho  Division  and  issued  on  order  at  about  1,00  a. L. •  on  July 
30  to  tix;  following  general  effect : 

"..o  must  be-  satisfied  if  the  Soviet  I'.rmy  nc.  attacking  our  troops  station- 

od  on  the  closed  curve  hill  south-vest  of  Chatsacfong  !ko  repulsed  from  the 

«<anohukuo  territory,  and  in  that  event  your  troops  are  requested  to  with- 
ahove- 

dx'a”  to  thc  ‘  mentioned  closed  curve  line  hill  tc  keep  witch  on  the  Soviet 
Anry  s  movements.  But  in  order  to  avoid  tc  aggravate  the  situation  you  must 
act  carefully  abstaining  from  attacking  thorn  if  they  have  already  withdrawn 
to  the  hill  south  of  Shatsvofeng. 

At  thc  same  tire  I  made  a  report  to  thc  central  authorities,  tho  gist 
cf  w hi ch  was  as  follows: 

"This  incident  vac  caused  by  the  unlawful  trespassing  of  the  border  by 
arrogant  Soviet  .emy  in  spito  cf  the  self-restraint  exercised  by  our  troops 
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at  Chungkuf ong ,  and  was  touched  off  by  an  unlawful  challenge  by  the  Soviet 
,a\..y.  Therefore  I  an.  convinced  that  this  case  r..ust  be  settled  separately 
frn.  the  Changkufewg  Incident.  I  will  manage  to  localize  the  natter,  linking 
it  u  fundamental  principle  to  be  satisfied  if  the  Soviet  .ary  confronting  U3 
ie  i  e pulsed  fror  the  hanchukuo  tuiritory. 

.Uid  further  in  the  afternoon  cf  the  30th  I  issued  an  erder  to  the 
Division  to  the  effect  that  it  should  not  resort  to  arms  unless  specific 
cruers  to  that  effect  arc  issued  with  the  exception  that  it  is  free  to  do 
sc  in  case  cf  an  att  ck  by  the  ouer.y. 

Then  in  the  afternoon  cf  the  snr.e  day  v:o  received  a  telcgrnr  frer  the 
General  ..tiff  as  fellows: 

"it  is  cur  policy  to  leave  the  handling  of  the  Shat sac feng  Incident 

to  ti.v.  Icrces  at  the  f  rent  ..which  are  acting  on  the  principle  cf  nen-ag- 
grindizo  c.:.t.  " 

m  the  same  night  another  telegrairjn  came,  which  stated  as  follows: 
hCfcsaruing  the  incident  of  Shat saofeng-chungkuf eng  area  we  have  avoided 
to  leave  the  matter  to  local  negotiations  in  order  to  avoid  a  further  ag¬ 
gravation  of  the  situation.  You  are  to  act  along  the  following  lines: 

(a)  oiu  forces  must  abstain  from  any  further  activity  unless  challenged 
by  the  enejry . 

(b)  Status  Ouc  is  to  be  maintained  as  to  the  Disposition  and  action  of  de¬ 
forces  for  the  present  except  be  ready  for  the  enemy's  counter-attack. 

Our  actions  are  to  be  guided  by  utmost  prudence. 

l8‘  0ui  tro°f  S  at  the  front  occupied  before  dawn  of  the  30th  several  hills 
about  000  to  900  metres  from  the  enemy  position  a*  Shataaofeng  and  Chang- 
kufeng,  under  a  camouflage  and  kept  a  strict  watch  on  the  enemy  action. 
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'  But  about  1,4c  a.m.  on  the  31st  the  Soviet  Army  at  >rted  to  advance, 


ii\  spite  of  the  pitch  darkness,  accompanied  by  tanka  and  under  cover  of 
bombardments.  Our  troops  responded  to  this  at  once  and  successfully 
repulsing  completely  occupied  by  6*00  a.m.  on  the  31st,  all  the  Russian 
fortresses  in  the  -re  between  Changkufeng  and  Shatsacfeng  in  Kanchukuo 
territory,  and  S'rxtt  -.  tur  troops,  however,  remained  within  the 
border-line  and  sir:  t  y  r  .rw3  ncr  .&*■  ..var.dizoment  policy. 

19.  In  the  aftorror.v-  o!  J  received  a  telegraphic  order  from  the 

Imperial  General  it? an  :  rz  nv  .  -1 3v-aj 

"Your  forces  shall  hotp  the  ri  ‘U.n^  position  in  the  Changkufeng 

and  Shatsaofeng  area  for  tin  present  and  beep  a  strict  watch  on  the 
Kianchukuo -Soviet  Border  facing  your  forces,  And  another  to  the  follcv  ing 


effect:  . 

1.  Your  forces  shall  refrain  from  expanding  aotions  in  the  Chungkufeng 
and  Shatsaofeng  area,  as  long  as  the  Soviet  forces  do  not  challenge  us. 

The  Disposition  and  action  of  the  forces  must  be  maintained  status  quo 
except,  to  be  reedy  for  the  enemy's  counter-attack. 

2.  as  to  the  i;anc hukuo -Soviet  border  district  facing  our  troops  besided 
the  said  area  you  must  keep  it  in  mind  not  to  irritate  the  enemy  by  our 
action,  although  a  strict  watch  for  them  should  be  specifically  required. 

3.  You  must  exercise  the  utmost  care  with  regard  to  the  activities  of 
your  forces  in  general. 

At  the  same  time  the  following  telegram  reached  me  from  the  Var 
lanistry  1 

•Nob -aggrandizement  policy  is  still  to  be  followed.  We  are  going 
to  refer  the  matter  instantly  to  diplomatic  negotiations  in  order  to  settle 

*  -  'j  - 
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it  rapidly  as  a  local  question,  viewed  in  the  light  of  justice  and  proprie¬ 
ty  and  for  the  sake  of  peace.” 

20.  Cur  Xorean  Army  observed  the  afore -going  order  faithfully  and  stick¬ 
ing  to  the  non-aggrandizement  pcl.jy,  exercised  the  greatest  core  with 

r feg^arti  to  its  own  action. 

21.  In  spite  of  this  the  £  viat  Amy  continued  to  increase  their  forces 
from  the  rear  positions  a^y  by  day  r.ad-2  a  heavy  attack  on  our  troops, 
be  only  defonded  the  border-line  with  stubborn  resoluteness  in  a  purely 
passive  way. 

22.  Since  august  1  the  Soviet  Army  began  to  bomb  our  front  line  direct¬ 
ly  using  about  2  Brigades  of  Air  foroes.  At  the  same  time  the  North 
Korea  railway-line,  the  Tumen  Piver-tridge  and  several  places  in  Korea 
were  attacked,  as  the  result  our  carnalities  at  the  front  mounted  and 
the  people's  feeling  in  the  North  Kor%a  v,as  disturbed  day  after  day. 

Such  being  the  case  ,  I  suggested  to  the  central  authorities  to  use 
our  own  Air  forces  limiting  their  sphere  cf  action  within  our  territory. 

It  was  not  accepted,  so  none  of  our  planes  appeared  at  the  front  through¬ 
out  the  period. 

23*  The  Russian  artillery  forces  had  more  than  90  guns.  As  the  result 
of  their  steady  bombardment  the  rppeated  raids  on  us  with  some  100  tanks 
and  the  bombing  by  planes  our  casualities  at  the  front  were  calculated 
to  amount  to  2e0  -on  the  Garage  per  day  around  the  ported  of  August  9 
and  the  strength  of  the  19th  Division  (under  peace-time  organization)  was 
quite  exhausted. 

as  explained  before  the  non- aggrandizement  policy,  was,  however, 
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u  strict  order  from  the  central  headquarters  of  command.  The  Korean  Army 
obeyed  this  policy  faithfully  to  the  lust  in  spite  of  the  difficulties 

and  disadvantages  suffered :  by  our  troops  at.  the  front  in  strategy  as  well 
as  in  command. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  once  the  enemy  is  defeated  it  is  most  ad¬ 
visable  to  pursue  it  without  losing  time  to  assure  that  it  rill  not  regain 
jo.  c. .  Gui  troops  at  the  front  near  Chan  gku  fen..,  however,  could  not 
pursue  the  enemy  in  spite  of  their  gain  and  remained  in  the  seme  position 
(witnm  the  bolder- line)  as  before  as  they  were  obeying  the  non-aggraudizo- 
mUt  policy#  Consequently,  the  Soviet  Army  made  continuous  counter  attacks 
on  us  from  «■  very  directions  quite  obstinately  ever  increasing  their 
strength  so  that  our  casualities  at  the  front  increased  very  much  and 
our  position  was  very  difficult. 

The  Divisional  Commander  of  the  10th  Division  suggested  that  he  might 
be  allowed  to  use  all  the  troops  of  the  Division  at  his  liberty,  in  view 
of  the  ciifxic-lt  situation  at  tho  front  and  our  mounting  ccsualitios. 
hl  8pitS  °f  w  *******  1  U*  not  accede  to  his  request  throughout  the 
pcrioc  fearing  that  he  might  go  over  the  limit  of  the  non-aggrandizement 
policy  unawares,  if  a  superior  force  were  placed  under  his  conmand. 

26.  Cur  C hangkufe ng- front  area  was  divided  by  the  hi  •  Tumcn Ttivsr. 

*h°  noQlS°st  tG  enemy  was  so  n:irrow  in  its  configuration  that 

the  troops  could  barely  cover  themselves.  I  thought  it  unadvisabla  to 

repeat  frontal  battles  in  the  Changkufent -Shat saof eng  area  if  wo  want  to 
s-ttlo  the  matter  rapidly.  I  was  of  the  opinion  that  we  better  settle  the 
matter  once  for  all  by  a  flank  attack  on  the  right  side  of  the  &viet  Army's 
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back  starting  from  the  upper  stream  of  tho  Turnon  Fiver  on  the  opposite 
banrv  ci  Chinghsing,  And  I  consulted  with  the  central  authorities  about 

tne  j foregoing  plan.  But  I  could  not  succeed  to  got  their  approval  because 
of  the  non-aggrandizement  policy. 

^1.  xha  only  way  to  settle  tho  matter  rapidly  and  locally  was  to  make 
tne  Soviet  Army  give  up  their  intension  of  the  trespassing  the  border. 

In  cri.or  to  attain  this  objective  v,o  had  many  plans,  but  they  were  not  ap¬ 
prove  as  I  explained  above,  because  of  the  fear  of  going  over  the  limit 
of  the  non -et.gr and izement  policy. 

Such  beint,  the  case,  our  Arcy,  especially  the  troop  at  the  front  had 
to  adopt  a  Passive  attitude,  the  most  unadvisable  in  battles, aenduring 
unfavorable  conditions  of  every  description ,, in  order  tc  do  their  best 
to  settle  the  matter  locally.  In  other  words,  our  troops  at  the  front 
never  initiated  an  attack  on  the  Soviet  Army.  On  the  contrary,  they  always 
acted  defensively  and  did  not  act  outside  the  area  where  the  enemy  attack 
commenced  never  pursuing  it  over  the  border-line.  All  this  was  done  in 
order  to  avoid  the  expansion  of  the  battle  zone  and  the  loosening  of  the 
application  of  the  nen-nggrandizoment  policy.  They  did  their  best  in  ordsr 
to  fracture  the  Soviet  army's  intention  limiting  their  activities  within 
the  local  district. 


20.  About  August  6  the  strength  of  tho  enemy  at  the  front  was  estimated 
tc  bo  J  divisions  of  sharp-shooters,  one  cavalry  division,  one  tonics 
briguae  and  a  air  force  brigades.  To  cope  with  this  enemy  we  fought  only 
with  the  strength  of  the  19th  Division,  deploying  in  a  wide  field.  Our  ' 
infantry  unit  at  tho  front  had  only  threo  thousands  men. 

2V-  nnd  in  the  midst  of  the  hard  battle  tho  truce-agreement  was  concluded 
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